
ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE – 3/18/20 

We are in uncharted territory.  I am pleased to share an adapted version of a recent 

guidance directive from the office of Bishop Thomas which offers further clarifications 

and revised applications within our diocesan COVID-19 protocols. -  Fr. John 

You have become familiar with the term “social distancing” which means we increase 

distances between persons, we limit the number of people gathered in any one place, 

and we limit the amount of time we spend with people. The challenge is how to be 

present to others while honoring these principles. It may help to set our “default” to: 

we show our love in this situation by staying apart, not drawing close.  

It is this loving concern for our diocese and you, the people of SMO/SMP, and for 

society as a whole that directs this statement. Only significant and consistent social 

distancing will “flatten the curve” and keep our health care institutions from being 

overwhelmed. For more information, please see: 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/documents/2020/3/QA-031720.pdf.  

MASSES 

Is a priest obligated to celebrate a daily Mass? In answer: 

1. Priests are welcome, but not required, to celebrate Mass daily. 

2. The norms certainly call for Mass not to be celebrated by the priest alone, but 

that at least one other person be present. In this situation, priests should feel 

free to celebrate alone, in keeping with COVID-19 protocols and with special 

dispensation and as a justified exercise in self-care. 

3. Assuming that they are not ill, and maintaining the usual rules for distancing and 

hygiene, the priest may allow a few members of his staff who already have 

regular and daily contact with him to assist at Mass.  

Some have asked about Masses in homes. These are not permitted. They certainly 

violate the principles of social distancing, but—more perniciously—create a sense of 

“favoritism” within the community of the parish.  

RECORDING vs. LIVE-STREAMING 

Given the lack of any experience with nor familiarity with the capability of providing a 

live stream presentation from SMO/SMP, other more professional resources as to 

online or broadcast Masses are being provide to our parishmembers.   

 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/documents/2020/3/QA-031720.pdf
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COMMUNION Outside of Mass 

Communion outside of Mass: The principles of social distancing mentioned above do 

not favor this option.  It is important to remember that the primary reason for 

reservation of the Eucharist is for Viaticum (Eucharist for the critically ill and dying); 

and then, secondarily, for communion to the sick. Finally, it is important to ensure that 

the Rite of Communion is celebrated properly, and the Sacrament treated with proper 

reverence and understanding. Keeping all these in mind, we are asking that: 

1. Communion outside of Mass is celebrated as Viaticum and in the context of 

ministry to the sick, using the proper Rites.  

2. In order to protect the most vulnerable, regular communion visits to the 

homebound (whether in their own houses or in extended care facilities) are 

suspended. While individual ministry to the sick is permitted, routine 

communion visits to a hospital or care center (communion provided to multiple 

persons in multiple rooms) are suspended. Ministers are to respect the 

regulations established by healthcare facilities.  

3. There is to be no communal celebration of Communion outside of Mass.  

4. To simply “stop by” (or even “drive by”) the church for Communion is not 

permitted. This removes the Eucharist from a proper liturgical context. We also 

need to be careful not to give people a reason to try to congregate in large 

numbers, which may happen if it becomes known that Communion is being 

distributed at the church.    

5. Weddings and funerals have each their own more restrictive protocols calling for   

their celebration outside of Mass, and Communion is not to be distributed. 

OPEN CHURCHES 

Churches may or may not be open for private prayer.  There are limited hours at 

SMO/SMP:  SMO generally dawn to dusk; SMP 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. daily, an 

electronic security system at SMP makes the setting of these hours possible. These 

more open times are to keep larger crowds from forming. Care must be taken to 

regularly clean and disinfect common surfaces throughout the day.  

CONFESSIONS 

The individual celebration of Reconciliation is permitted, as long as COVID-19 protocols 

are followed. Priests may choose to make themselves available at certain hours and 
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penitents may schedule a particular time to present for the sacrament.  Most 

commonly a screen format or anonymous presentation will not be able to be provided.  

The norm is that confession is to be heard in a church. However, if the church is small, 

and the chance of being overheard is an issue, priest may (weather permitting) hear 

confessions outside. Care is to be taken to keep crowds from forming.  

The idea of “drive by” confessions (Toot and Tell) is not a recommended option. The 

maintaining of social distancing, the required 6’ distance between the priest and 

penitent is required. Again notification of such may encourage larger crowds and lead 

those who should be staying home to come out.  

It should go without saying that the Sacrament cannot be celebrated through 

electronic means (phone, internet, etc.).   

CONFIRMATIONS 

Bishop Thomas has cancelled all Confirmations within Mass or outside of Mass. The 

Bishop is considering a number of options for when we are able to celebrate together 

again.  

OCIA (RCIA)  

Lent is a crucial time for OCIA Teams and Candidates, as final preparations for the 

Sacraments of Initiation are made; the Elect move from catechetical instruction to 

final, spiritual preparation and interior reflection.  

What are we to do, with all public celebrations of the liturgy cancelled?  It may be for 

the Bishop to authorize the celebration of Christian Initiation of Adults in Exceptional 

Circumstances.  How RCIA will be provided remains under consideration  

PALM SUNDAY/HOLY WEEK /THE CHRISM MASS / TRIDUUM/THE EASTER 

VIGIL/EASTER MASSES 

The Chrism Mass 

We are cancelling the public celebration of the Chrism Mass this year. The six deans 

and vicar general will gather with the Bishop to celebrate the Mass, the oils will be 

packed, and then sent with the deans back to the parishes.  
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Palm Sunday/Triduum 

The CDC called for significant social distancing to last eight weeks. So we can anticipate 

that there will be no public celebration of Palm Sunday and the Triduum (Holy 

Thursday Mass of The Lord’s supper and Good Friday Services). 

The Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday Masses  

At this time these remain under consideration.  The Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday 

Masses may not be able to be celebrated publicly.  There is also the whole Easter 

Season to be considered. When we are finally able to gather once again what a joy it 

will be!  

CARE OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

All priests and especially pastors have a general duty to care for the Blessed 

Sacrament. The Blessed Sacrament may not be reserved in the homes of the faithful 

for private adoration or communion.   

Care must be taken to properly preserve the reserved Sacrament. Pastors should be 

careful to ensure that the Sacrament is renewed monthly. For those caring for multiple 

churches, if Mass is not going to be celebrated in a specific place during this crisis, 

thought should be given to moving the reserved Sacrament to another Church.  This is 

not a concern for SMO/SMP. 

FINANCIAL CONCERNS  

The economic effects of this pandemic are hitting hard. We need to be looking at 

budgets critically, as are our parish households asking what non-essential expenditures 

may need to be cut. These same economic issues adversely affect parishioners who are 

also suffering financially. In the weeks of this crisis you are welcome to mail in to your 

parish sacrificial stewardship financial sacrifices for the support of your parish.  

Electronic funds transfer is another option.  As we are one in the protocols of this 

COVID-19 crisis, one in prayer so we are one in our financial care of each other, our 

parishes and others more needy than ourselves. 

A lot about which we must give consideration and prayer. 

 


