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Fellow Parish Members, 

I share with you in part and in whole the protocols that now govern SMO/SMP as parishes of the Diocese of Davenport. 

On Saturday, March 14, Governor Reynolds announced new mitigation measures to help curb the spread of COVID-19 within 

Iowa. The social distancing interventions being called for are consonant with STEP THREE in our policy. At the same time, we 

are well aware that the time to act is now if we are to have a significant impact on how fast the virus spreads in our communities. 

Therefore, we will be going beyond what our STEP THREE calls for and beyond the guidance from the State.  

We do not take these steps lightly, especially the cancellation of almost all public worship within the diocese. The sacraments, 

and especially the Eucharist, lie at the heart of who we are as Catholics. But the common good calls us to make this sacrifice. It is 

clear from accounts from around the world that urgent action is needed if we are to avoid overwhelming our health care system. 

Our prayer is that this form of Lenten fasting will put us in deeper solidarity with those going with so much less, with those who 

will be—and are being—severely affected by this outbreak.  

It is impossible to foresee how long these restrictions will be in place. The CDC recently recommended that large group 

gatherings be suspended for at least the next eight weeks. The restriction of gatherings to 10 persons is expected to last 15 days 

(March 17-March 31); the parishes of the diocese will be notified when this changes.  

4. Weddings – ALL WEDDINGS ARE TO BE CELEBRATED OUTSIDE OF MASS 

a. Only immediate family and witnesses are to attend unless they have been exposed to the flu. 

b. Clergy are not to attend related social functions; parishes are not to host receptions.  

5. Funerals – ALL FUNERAL LITURGIES ARE TO BE CELEBRATED OUTSIDE OF MASS 

a. An increased need for funeral services and pastoral care to the bereaved should be anticipated. 

b. The liturgical celebrations may need to be altered, both to prevent spread of influenza and because of time and energy 

constraints: 

i. a public Funeral Vigil is omitted, and the minister (pastor, priest deacon and lay minister) should offer pray with 

the bereaved family.  

ii. the Funeral Liturgy Outside of Mass is to be used. 

iii. the Rite of Committal is used (outdoors if possible). 

iv. priests should make use of deacons and lay Parish Life Coordinators and trained lay leaders of prayer who may 

preside over the funeral liturgy, and the rite of committal.  

c. Only immediate family is to attend the funeral liturgies. Plans for memorial Masses after the pandemic resolves should 

be made. 
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Particularly at SMO/SMP:  Those assisting those diagnosed as critically ill are to contact Fr. John and he will 

respond directly to the call for sacraments (Penance, Anointing and Eucharist).  The SMO/SMP Church buildings 

are open for prayer with the occupancy regulation of no more than 10 persons within the church proper.  The 

present weekday and Sunday schedule of Masses and Eucharistic Adoration is completely cancelled until further notice, 

as is our Lenten Services Schedule and all Faith Formation Programing and all parish meetings, unless the meeting group 

is further notified.  Matters related to our Elect, and OCIA candidates and scheduled infant baptisms will be addressed 

with these persons individually. 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation can be provided to individuals in a protocol acceptable fashion.  Our retired 

priests as age is a factor in one being more susceptible to infection will not be present to assist with the sacrament.  I and 

Fr. Kevin Ansty will be available to individuals who present for the Sacrament at the SMO/SMP scheduled Lenten 

Communal Penance hours and I will be present at SMO/SMP normal scheduled Sacrament of Penance.    

 

At SMO/SMP we do not have online streaming services immediately at hand (Always glad to receive help in this area).  

In the Sunday Prayer at Home attachment provided in a previous notice and also provided again with this notice there are 

a number of online sites for Mass etc..  There is also the Catholic site Formed which is open to all in our parishes.  The 

Parish APP is yet another resource.  Those in or near Oskaloosa also have Catholic Radio MFH 95.7 FM to tune into and 

other television options via cable.   

 

We will stay in good contact with each other.  Let us too, pray one for the other and all others. 

 

Fr. John 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 


