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MARCH 21/22: HOMILY: 4
TH

 SUNDAY OF LENT 

INTRODUCTION: 

Good Evening/Morning 

Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind? 

Today’s Gospel reading is a beautiful story of Christ’s action in our lives. 

Unlike many of the people Jesus healed  

the man born blind was just minding his own business,  

not asking Jesus or his disciples for anything. 

Suddenly he became the focal point of a discussion about sin and suffering 

And his life was forever changed in this unsolicited encounter with Christ. 

1: The Miracle 

Night is coming. We have to work. I am the light of the world.  

Jesus opened himself up to accusations from the religious leaders  

by challenging the strict laws against performing work on the Sabbath. 

But Jesus remained true to the mission given Him by the Father. 

To demonstrate that the Father calls for mercy not sacrifice.   

Besides the miracle of curing the man’s physical blindness, 

Jesus gives the man born blind, spiritual sight. 

One of the joys of my ministry as a deacon has been my weekly meetings  

with a group of Central College students known as Alive. 

For the past several weeks our major topic of discussion  

has been Pope Francis’ encyclical letter: Laudato Si’;  

On Care for our Common Home. 
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In his letter Pope Francis outlines the current state of the earth,  

the Gospel message as seen through creation,  

human impact on creation,  

the common good, and a call to action. 

Our sessions of study and dialogue concerning  

the impact 4.6 billion people have on our environment 

have provided me with several insights. 

The first, is the immediacy with which our young adults view this issue. 

I am also impressed with the knowledge of ecological issues 

our students bring to the table. 

Their resolve to take action in modifying our use of natural resources   

gives me hope for the future. 

There are so many issues facing us today  

that call for us to work for the common good. 

Immigration, respect for life, poverty, as well as the environment. 

We cannot afford to ignore the fact that  

the status quo of any of these issues is no longer acceptable. 

 Helen Keller is known to have said:  

“The only thing worse than being blind is having sight, but no vision.”  

In what ways have we, like the man born blind, failed to see, to have vision? 

Go wash in the pool of Siloam and see. 

2: The Interrogation 

How is it you see? Is this your son? What do you say? 
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The second part of our Gospel reading contains the dreaded interrogation. 

The technique of trying to force inconsistencies in someone’s testimony   

has not changed much in two thousand years. 

Anyone who works on the Sabbath is a sinner, 

how can a sinner be from God,  

so how can Jesus’ miracle be true. 

Or there is the fear that no matter what I say I am in trouble. 

I had just punched the clock at Jaarsma bakery when one of the other 

teenage employees asked me to help him move a pastry rack  

overloaded with pies to the front. 

The old bakery, before the fire in the late seventies,  

was a series of add on structures. 

Transitions from one building to the next had a rise or a drop 

in the floor as much as two inches. 

As we were going over the last transition a tray of six blueberry pies,  

that had been improperly placed on the bottom frame of the rack,  

slid off on my side. 

Now those pies resembled blueberry cobbler. 

My colleague and I were at a loss for what to do  

so we cleaned things up as best we could,  

put the pies back on the rack, went back to work 

as though nothing had happened, and hoped no one would notice 

Our boss, Ralph, went up front for a few minutes  
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and when he came back he looked at us and asked; 

“What happened to those blueberry pies,  

they look like they fell off the Empire State building.”    

I was the new guy so I was afraid this incident could get me fired. 

My fellow worker figured that since it fell off on my side, I was responsible 

so, like the parents of the blind man,  

he shrugged his shoulders and said; “ask Lowell” 

I didn’t try to explain, I just apologized and put myself at Ralph’s mercy. 

Turned out those pies were part of a special order  

that was scheduled to go out early that morning.   

If I had said something immediately  

they would have had time to bake more and meet the deadline. 

The parents of the blind man were in a situation  

where no matter what they said, they could be in trouble.  

If they told the truth they could be expelled from the Temple  

thereby forfeiting their exemption from worshipping the Roman emperor. 

If they denied what they saw, they risked denying that Jesus was God.  

Have you ever been hesitant to profess your beliefs  

because of the reaction you think you would receive from others? 

The man born blind was courageous.  

He told the truth as he understood it. 

“I told you, but you do not listen.” 

3: The Confession 
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He is a prophet. He is from God. He is the Son of Man.  

The blind man comes to a gradual full understanding of who Jesus is.   

John wants his audience to come to the same conclusion;  

that Jesus is the Son of God and that they have seen Him in their midst. 

I think the faith journey of the blind man compressed  

into this encounter with Christ is an allegory of our own faith lives. 

It may take us time to progress in our own relationship with Jesus. 

From believing Jesus is someone good to know to devoting our lives  

to carrying on the work of the Father as Jesus demonstrated to us. 

Our growing faith is often challenged  

by difficult decisions or suffering we endure. 

These hard times are often the motivation  

we need to invite Christ into our lives; to light our path.  

When we truly encounter the risen Christ, we can say: 

 “I do believe, Lord” 

CONCLUSION: 

Surely we are not blind?          Does the community see? 

As a faith community we are called to be transformed,  

not only by our personal encounter with Christ,  

but also through our collective encounter with Christ  

in His Word, the Eucharist and reconciliation. 

God grant us the spiritual vision necessary to do your work. 
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