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Dear Families, 

In January and February 2020 we began hearing about a virus that was threatening to 

evolve into a worldwide pandemic.  Like many, at that point, I honestly did not think too much 

about it.   As we headed into Spring Break I said goodbye to the kids thinking that it might be a 

few weeks before I would see them again… 

 …well…here we are heading into late July in a reality our generations have never 

experienced.  We fear for our aging parents and grandparents and those burdened by chronic 

illness while also trying to stay calm and keep perspective.  We are all being asked to do things 

like quarantine, social distance, and wear a mask in public even when we do not feel personally 

affected by this virus.  In short, we are being asked to live in a way that is not always easy to 

accept or understand. 

 Throughout this entire “new normal” we are muddling through, Bishop Zinkula and our 

diocese has been erring on the side of caution every step of the way.  While this can sometimes 

be seen as an overreaction, I choose to look at it as a way for us to uphold one of the main tenets 

of our Catholic faith:  Respect Life.   We do not want to do anything that puts any parishioner or 

priest in harm’s way—EVER—if it can be avoided.   

 With that being said, our diocese has decided that it is in the best interest for everyone 

that no gathered Faith Formation takes place for at least the Fall Semester.  There are a few 

reasons that this decision was made but the main reason is because in many parishes (ours 

included) it would be very difficult or even impossible to maintain the six feet social distance for 

the students in our classrooms.   So, what does that mean for this fall?  I have put together a 

Faith Formation program that is a blended model that relies heavily on at-home learning.  

However, new curriculum has been chosen so that there are support systems in place for parents 

and the students.  Following this letter I have described how each grade K-12 can participate in 

our SMP Faith Formation program this fall.   

One major change that will take place is that beginning in the fall of 2021 (next year) 

students will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in the fall of their 8
th

 grade year.  This 

decision was made when Fr. Troy arrived and helps us to share a more cohesive sacrament 

schedule with St. Mary Oskaloosa.  2020/2021 10
th

 Grade and 11
th

 Grade students will continue 

to prepare to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in spring 2021 with a date yet to be 

determined by the Bishop’s office.  2020/2021 7
th

, 8
th

, and 9
th

 Grade students will begin preparing 

for the sacrament to be received in fall 2021 with a date yet to be determined by the Bishop’s 

office.   
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For the 2020/2021 FF year, I need each family to register each K-12 student so that I know how 

many materials I will need by September 1.  Families can register here:  

https://tinyurl.com/SMPFFreg 

I appreciate all of your patience and (especially) prayers as I strive to provide meaningful faith 

formation opportunities for our SMP family.  If you have any questions regarding any of these 

plans, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Many Blessings, 

 

Deb 

 

https://tinyurl.com/SMPFFreg
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Kindergarten-5
th

 Grade Faith Formation:  Each family will receive a grade appropriate 

workbook as well access to an online portal for both the student and parent.  Each grade will 

have their own specific content; however, the subject matter will be the same for all grades.  In 

other words, each grade will cover the same subject in each lesson (i.e. How do we live what we 

believe?) but with grade appropriate material.  The online portals will have activities as well as 

videos that can be accessed and aid in supplementing the material in the books.  Once a month 

parents and students will be given an opportunity to check-in via Zoom to ask questions and 

discuss the material. 

The following check-in dates are: 

Kindergarten—September 20, October 18, November 8, and December 6; all beginning at 5 pm 

1
st
 Grade—September 20, October 18, November 8, and December 6; all beginning at 6 pm 

2
nd

 Grade*—September 20, October 18, November 8, and December 6; all beginning at 7 pm 

3
rd

 Grade—September 27, October 25, November 15, and December 13; all beginning at 5 pm 

4
th

 Grade—September 27, October 25, November 15, and December 13; all beginning at 6 pm 

5
th

 Grade—September 27, October 25, November 15, and December 14; all beginning at 7 pm 

Your family is not required to attend all check-ins but I do ask that you attend at least two 

of the four. 

Each check-in will last no more than 45 minutes and is simply an opportunity for families to 

make sure they are on the right track with the lessons as well as ask any questions they may have 

before moving forward. 

*2
nd

 Grade students will begin to prepare for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First 

Communion in the spring. 

6
th

 Grade Faith Formation:  Each 6
th

 Grade students will receive a copy of the book 100 

Things Every Catholic Teen Should Know, as well as a journal.  The students will be asked to 

read assigned chapters and answer the discussion questions in their journals.  Once a month the 

students and parents are invited to “check-in” and discuss the topics that were covered.  Students 

and parents are encouraged to discuss the chapters together. 

6
th

 Grade Check-in Dates:  September 16, October 14, November 4, and December 9; all 

beginning at 6 pm 

The check-ins should last no more than an hour. 

Students are asked to attend ALL check-ins; if they cannot, they are asked to let Deb know 

ahead of time.  Parents are always invited to join the check-ins. 
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7
th

, 8
th

, and 9
th

 Grade Faith Formation:  Each student will receive a copy of the book 100 

Things Every Catholic Teen Should Know, a journal, as well as materials to begin preparing to 

receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in fall 2021. Students will be asked to read assigned 

chapters and answer the discussion questions in their journals.  Once a month the students are 

asked to check-in to discuss the topics that were covered as well as sacrament preparation.  

Students and parents are encouraged to discuss the chapters together. 

The following check-in dates are: 

7
th

 and 8
th

 Grade—September 23, October 21, November 11, and December 9; all begin at 6 pm 

except for December 9 which will begin at 7 pm 

9
th

 Grade—September 30, October 28, November 18, and December 16; all begin at 6 pm 

The check-ins should last no more than an hour. 

Students are asked to attend ALL check-ins; if they cannot, they are asked to let Deb know 

ahead of time.  Parents are always invited to join the check-ins. 

 

10
th

 Grade Faith Formation:  Students will continue to prepare for the Sacrament of 

Confirmation to be received in spring 2020—the date is yet to be determined by the Bishop’s 

office.  The students’ current catechist will create a schedule to “meet” with the students. 

 

11
th

 Grade Faith Formation:  Students will continue to prepare for the Sacrament of 

Confirmation to be received in spring 2020—the date is yet to be determined by the Bishop’s 

office.  The students’ current catechist will create a schedule to “meet” with the students. 

 

9
th

 Grade-12
th

 Grade Youth Ministry Opportunities: 

This fall, in partnership with St. Mary Oskaloosa, 9-12 grade students have the opportunity to 

virtually join together and share in their faith.  Four different topic s will be covered each week 

for ten weeks so that students can grow in their understanding of different facets of our Catholic 

faith as well as share in fellowship with one another.   

Sessions being offered fall 2020: 

Prayer,  Sundays, 7-7:20 pm—each week students will explore different forms of prayer as well 

as take some time together to prayerfully begin their week.   
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Praying with the Saints, Mondays, 7-7:20—each week students will get to know a new saint 

(some familiar and some not so well known); they will also explore the reason why it is helpful 

to include the saints in our prayer life. 

Catholic Social Teaching, Wednesdays, 7-7:45 pm (running at the same time as Altaration)—

each week students will discuss the themes of Catholic Social Teaching.  Guest speakers will 

provide insight into how all Catholics can live out the themes in our daily lives. 

Altaration, Wednesdays, 7-7:45 pm (running at the same time as Catholic Social Teaching)—

each week students will explore the awesome beauty and mystery of the Mass.  Both videos and 

discussion will dispel common myths as well as inspire an everlasting love for the Mass. 

Schedule for HS YM Sessions: 

Week One – September 13, 14, and 16 

Week Two – September 20, 21, and 23 

Week Three – September 27, 28, and 30 

Week Four – October 4, 5, and 7 

Week Five – October 11, 12, and 14 

Week Six – October 18, 19, and 21 

Week Seven – October 25, 26, and 28 

Week Eight – November 1, 2, and 4 

Week Nine – November 8, 9, and 11 

Week Ten – 15, 16, and 18 

 

Students can attend both the Prayer and Praying with the Saints sessions any weeks that 

they are available.  Students will need to choose between the Altaration and Catholic Social 

Teaching sessions as they are offered at the same time. Parents are always invited to join in 

the sessions. 

***On September 9, 6:30-8:00 pm all 9-12 grade students are invited to a Kick-Off Event 

at SMP (outdoors and socially distanced!)  to share in food, fellowship, and fun  before we 

begin to meet virtually each week. 

***On December 2, 7:00-8:00 pm all 9-12 grade students are invited to share in Adoration 

at SMO (if we are allowed to hold Adoration longer than a half hour by that time). 


